


The Pomology Project is a contemporary 
art project that explores ideas of 
diversity through reimagining British 
orchard traditions and customs in an 
urban context. (Pomology is a branch of 
botany that studies and cultivates fruit). 
What might be termed 'traditional' 
English fruits are actually descended 
from central Asian ancestors and the 
project uses this botanical history to 
explore narratives relating to diversity/
difference. These include thinking about 
racial heritage and the repercussions 
on citizenship, protecting territories 
and crops, celebrating difference in 
relation to mental health, biodiversity 
in the natural world and broadening 
the range of foods we eat (including our 
expectations about what apples should 
look and taste like). 

A live programme of activity is taking 
place throughout 2019 and 2020, 
followed by exhibitions and a final 
performance in 2021. 

The project has been developed in 
collaboration with groups and partners 
across the city. Further support has come 
through a University of Birmingham 
residency with production support 
through STEAMhouse. 

generalpublic.org.uk/

Summer / Autumn 
Programme

The Cherry Minder
Frankley Carnival, the green next to the 
Health Centre, New Street, B45 0EU. 
11.30am – 4.30pm, Saturday 29th June 
Balsall Heath Carnival, Pickwick Park, 
1.00pm – 4.30pm, Saturday 6th July  
Dads Lane Allotments Open Day,  
Dads Lane B29 7QE, Sunday 7th July 
KHARnival! 2019  (hosted by Kings Heath 
Action for Refugees), Highbury Community 
Orchard, Kings Heath, 12.00 midday – 
5.00pm, Saturday 20th July
Simmer Down Festival,  
Handsworth Park, Sunday 21st July
Walsall Road Allotment Opens Day 
Saturday 3rd August 
Apple Day, Blakesley Hall (Yardley),   
11.00am – 4.00pm, Sunday 6th October

Urban Mummers Plays
Simmer Down Festival,  
Handsworth Park, Sunday 21st July

The Apple Store
Apple Day at Blakesley Hall,  
11.00am – 4.00pm, Sunday 6th October
Highbury Harvest, Highbury Community 
Orchard, Kings Heath, 12.00 midday – 4.00pm,  
Saturday 5th October

Black Butter
Apple Day at Blakesley Hall,  
11.00am – 4.00pm, Sunday 6th October

Winter / Spring  
Programme
The Winter/Spring programme is 
evolving with more dates/venues to be 
confirmed. Please check the website or 
partners’ publicity channels for more 
information. 

Exhibitions 
The Rotunda Gallery,  
University of Birmingham,  
March – July 2020
Library of Birmingham,  
Autumn – Winter 2020
 

Featuring: 
●  Material from the collection of the 

University of Birmingham
●  Films of the Mummers Plays
●  Wassail documentation and artefacts
●  Material from the Common Ground 

archive
●  The Cherry Minder
●  Artworks made by project 

collaborators

General Public is the collaborative 
platform of artists Elizabeth Rowe 
and Chris Poolman. Broadly speaking, 
they devise large-scale public art 
projects that incorporate elements 
of fiction, myth-making, local history 
reinvention and heritage rebooting. 
Often this process involves reworking 
or inverting an established model or 
institutional structure. Their approach 
is interdisciplinary and collaborative: 
they produce artworks (writing, film, 
print, pottery, performance), devise 
collaborative frameworks, organise 
events and curate/commission other 
artists. Previous projects have  
included a reinterpretation of the biennale  
concept in inner-city Birmingham 
(Balsall Heath Biennale 2011-2013), a 
science fiction themed light festival 
exploring the politics of regeneration 
(Longbridge Light Festival 2014), a 
community competition resulting in 
4000 new coins for an inner-city area 
of Birmingham (Handsworth Currency 
Competition 2014-15) and an 18-month 
strategic touring exhibition that used 
the migratory movements of hop pickers 

as the conceptual basis for a tour  
(The Hop Project 2016-17). In 2018,  
they conceived and produced The 
Endless Village, an apocalyptic sitcom 
that investigated life in an imagined 
post-Brexit Britain of the future.  
This was presented as exhibitions at 
Eastside Projects Birmingham and  
Aspex Portsmouth. In 2018 they conceived  
and produced the Heathland Festival, a 
‘children’s festival of ideas’ that occurred  
at Birmingham Community Libraries 
over the 2018 summer holidays. Alongside  
The Pomology Project, they are currently 
developing 'Let Us Play', an investigation 
of the ‘state of play’ today. Part research 
and collation of an archive of material 
to capture the Birmingham adventure 
playground movement of the 1960-1980's,  
the project will also involve working 
with young people across the city to 
investigate play in urban environments 
today. Supported by a residency at BOM,  
augmented realities will bring this research  
to life. Funded by Heritage Lottery 
Fund, Arts Council & UoB. 

Wassails
Frankley,  
Winter 2020
See website or Facebook  
(The Friends of Balaam’s Wood)

Highbury Community Orchard, 
Winter 2020  
See website or Facebook  
(Highbury Orchard Community)

Winterbourne House and Garden, 
2020-2021  
(as part of their Year of the Mind Festival)

Gardens are places where people come 
to escape their troubles, revert to 
nature and find inner solace, so what 
better place to remind ourselves of the 
importance of mental wellbeing than 
at the University of Birmingham’s 
Botanic Garden. In 2020-2021, 
Winterbourne House and Garden 
will be programming a year of events, 
workshops, collaborative art and other 
activities, all on the theme of The Mind. 
Using the historic backdrop of John 
Sutton Nettlefold’s own difficult past, 
where his passion to reform housing 
in Birmingham in the early 20th 
century led to his own mental illness, 
Winterbourne will be using archival 
material and the garden itself to tell 
stories and engage in conversations.

Common Ground 
Archive
Common Ground is a charity based in 
Dorset, which has been at the forefront 
of community conservation and 
environmental education in England 
for the last thirty years. Apple Day 
was launched on 21st October 1990 by 
Common Ground. The aspiration was 
to create a calendar custom, an autumn 
holiday. From the start, Apple Day was 
intended to be both a celebration and a 
demonstration of the variety we are in 
danger of losing, not simply in apples, but 
in the richness and diversity of landscape, 
ecology and culture too. The Pomology 
Project exhibition  will showcase some of 
the Common Ground archive. 
commonground.org.uk

Campfire Conversations
Look out next spring for a series of 
public talk events at the University of 
Birmingham and Highbury Community 
Orchard responding to the exhibition  
at the University of Birmingham.

‘Cherry minding’ is an old orchard 
practice that involves preventing birds 
from eating all the cherries before 
harvest time using 'instruments' made 
from recycled materials and rope 
fashioned into a one man band style 
noise-making system. The Pomology 
Project’s incarnation of the Cherry 
Minder draws upon this DIY approach 
to create a new pedal-powered sound 
sculpture. The Cherry Minder is touring 
across the city over summer and autumn 
2019, scaring off the unwanted, the 
terrifying, the greedy. What would you 
scare? The far right? Air pollution? The 
Commonwealth Games organisers?

The Cherry Minder has been built by 
musical instrument designer Sam 
Underwood in collaboration with 
General Public. 

The installation is family-friendly and 
child accessible. Come along and have a 
go at pedalling the Cherry Minder and 
modifying its sound by making DIY 
instruments to add to the machine. 

Birmingham  
Black Butter
‘Black butter’ is a traditional Jersey 
preserve, made in huge quantities, 
usually during the month of November. 
Local women used to get together to peel 
hundreds of pounds of apples whilst the 
men and children would gather enough 
wood to keep the fire going for almost 
two days. For The Pomology Project, a 
new Birmingham black butter recipe 
and cooking method has been created 
by artist Jo Capper working with the 
Ashiana Community Centre. Come 
along to Blakesley Hall to take part in the 
creating of this delicious new preserve 
dedicated to the city of Birmingham. 

The Apple Store
Pig’s Nose Pippin,  
Ten Commandments, 
Howgate Wonder,  
Empire
This mobile store will display apples 
from orchards across the West Midlands. 
Many of these will be old varieties unique 
to specific areas. Visit the Apple Store for 
free tastings of apples and be amazed at 
the diversity of the humble apple. 

Contemporary Wassails:  
A New Tradition –  
‘Waking Up The Winter’ 
Waking Up The Winter is a new 
performance produced in collaboration 
with groups across the city. Traditionally, a 
‘wassail’ is a winter ritual in apple orchards 
that involves poetry, theatre and singing 
to the trees to promote a good harvest 
for the coming year. Wassails are about 
connecting people and communities to the 
natural world and seasonal cycles, as well 
as giving people a reason to come together 
in the outdoors during the darkest 
months of the year. All of which, it could be 
suggested, are beneficial for wellbeing. 

Drawing upon folklore, but situated 
within a contemporary context, this 
new Waking up the Winter ceremony 
will explore and celebrate strategies 
and tactics to survive in times of mental 
distress, the winter and life in general. 

Co-created with groups across the city 
who have been generating ideas, props, 
costumes and a musical soundtrack, this 
abstract and uplifting take on the wassail 
concept will be performed at Highbury 
Community Orchard and Frankley 
Community Orchard in Winter 2020 and at 
Winterbourne House and Garden in 2021 
(as part of their Year of the Mind Festival).

The wassail is produced by General 
Public in collaboration with Calvert 
Lawson, Highbury Community 
Orchard’s ‘Stick Around’, Ashiana 
Rainbow Women’s Group, Bangladeshi 
Women’s Association and Frankley 
Women’s Sewing Group. 

‘Mummers plays’ are traditional 
folk plays, often performed by amateurs 
in rural locations. Three new mummers 
plays will be created as part of The 
Pomology Project that focus on aspects 
of UK society that are common to us 
all. Performed at Simmerdown Festival 
2019, these satirical skits take in sound 
system culture, a ‘strong and stable’ 
MC-ing Theresa May, endless queues 
for housing reform and an NHS that is 
seeking the ultimate antidote.

Written by playwright Liz Mytton. Props 
and costumes by General Public and 
participants from Bangladeshi Women's 
Association and Ashiana Rainbow 
Women's Group.

Performed by Tonia Daley-Campbell, 
Jade Samuels & Oraine Johnson. 

If you can’t catch the live performance, 
check out the films of the mummers 
plays as part of the exhibitions and also 
at a screening event at Birmingham 
Hippodrome on Saturday 12th October 
as part of Black History Month 2019.

Play scripts will be available from 
the exhibitions and also available to 
download from the project website. 

Thank you to Sue Brown, Tarju Le'Sano 
and Taneisha Deans in the development 
of this work. 

Urban Mummers Plays
We are the merry people,  
who stand for truth and rights

Funders:

Partners:

Thank you

Thank you to everyone who has helped us develop this project, in particular:  
Amina Chowdhury, Nilufa Yeasmin, Johura Akther, Sharmin Aktar, Siddiqa, 
Haseebah Ali, Sheena, Narbada, Kalsoom, Mehr, Alea, Liz Wright and David 
Papadopoulos, Mark Dodd, Catherine Christie, Helen Southall, Chris Tolley,  
Dave, Lorraine, Sue, Linda Coates, Penny Moore, Claire Mullet, Jenny Lance,  
Anna Young, Ruth Claxton, Sarah King, Jan Waterston, Paul D Found, Andy Fowles  
and Laura Cox, Audrey Parkes, Merrise Crooks-Bishton, Jonathan Harris,  
Adrian Cooper, Anna Fawcett, Wade Muggleton

General PublicThe Pomology Project 
Information

The Cherry Minder
What would you protect?  
Human rights?  
Air quality?  
Your juicy organic 
blueberries? 


